AROUND TOWN

Detechtion CEO makes
thriving venture of hobby
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lan Taylor has
turned a hobby
into a viable, suc-
cessful business.
He’s the CEO of
Detechtion Technologies, a
Calgary-based company he
founded in1998 that today
boasts eight of the top 10 North
American independent gas
producers among its clients.

Its non-invasive diagnostic
program provides compressor
optimization and fleet manage-
ment throughout the industry.

After graduating from Uni-
versity of Alberta with a me-
chanical engineering degree,
Taylor got a job with Dome
Petroleum in 1971. He was as-
signed to optimize four com-
pressors in the Estevan area.
He found that analysis tools
commeonly used in the indus-
try were often overly simplis-
tic and did not accurately re-
flect real-world field operat-
ing conditions, so he spent his
hobby time writing programs
to fix the problems.

Taylor realized that most
compressors were not working
to maximum efficiencies and
companies were losing money
daily and risking shutdown due
to the inability to catch mainte-
nance problems early.

Taylor began by analyzing
compressors for a small group
of gas producers in the Western
Canadian Sedimentary Basin
using a desktop PC. When the
Internet came along, he knew it
could be used as a delivery plat-
formin transferring data in and
out of the compressors — cre-
ating better efficiency and ac-
curacy, and saving time.

Three attempts failed to har-
ness the Net — including using
the brainpower of the Seattle
area — but then the job was
given to Cyberwave, a Cal-
gary company led by Eric Sit,
which successfully developed
an interface on a web browser
to engage the software.

Analysis of one compressor
with any amount of accuracy
used to take a week to 10 days.
Detechtion’s Enalysis program
makes 200 calculations per sec-
ond, and enables a compressor
to talk to Detechtion’s system
that automatically generates di-
agnostic reports on mainte-
nance, key performance indica-
tors, fuel, environmental emis-
sions and prioritizing cash flow.

Taylor is chairman and CEO
of the company and his son
Brian, also a professional en-
gineer, is president and COO.
Sit has joined the company as
director of technology and in-
formation systems.

Today, the company has a
staff of 12 in Calgary, plus of-
fices in Houston; Forest, Va.;
and Denver. It has a fleet con-
tract with the largest onshore
gas producer in Australia as

well as having a presence in
Brazil and Ivory Coast.

Brian says the company has
successfully trained more
than 2,000 operators, mechan-
ics, foremen, superintendents
and engineers. Thanks to De-
techtion’s technology, he says
many of his clients have real-
ized benefit-to-cost ratios in
excess of 20:L

His focus in 2008 is to solid-
ify enterprise partnerships.
As an example, Brian is work-
ing with Beyond Compli-
ance to offer clients hand-
held electronic data logging.
Operators currently take
down information on paper
and later type into a computer
for transmission; with the new
technology it can be keyed in
on the spot, eliminating paper
and time to process.

For the past seven years,
Jamie Niessen has done are-
markable job as marketing di-
rector for law firm Burnet
Duckworth and Palmer. We
can thank him for organizing
its classy Stampede party as
well as the wonderful work
BDP does for Habitat and its
World Music Series.

But it’s time for a change,
and on Feb. it he joins Trans-
Canada to take on the role of
manager of community in-
vestment, the team that has
been led by Cheryl Bishop,
who is retiring.

Jerry Tenge, senior vice-
president in the Phoenix office
of Colliers International,
along with his colleague Chaz
Smith, will be in Calgary from
Feb. 11 to 13 to discuss the U.S.
southwest marketplace.

Donna Schaffer in Collier’s
Calgary office is co-ordinating
an event to be held in the early
evening at the Sheraton Suites
Eau Claire on Feb. 12 where
Tenge will present an informa-
tive market review and bank-
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Brian Taylor, left, and his father, Alan, of Detechtion
Technologies created a sophisticated diagnostic system
to optimize natural gas compressor fleets.

owned asset sales seminar. He
and Smith are also available
for private presentations to in-
vestors and companies.

Under the sponsorship of
the Imperial Oil
Foundation, SEEDS Foun-
dation— a Calgary-based not-
for-profit organization that
develops teaching materials
for schools across Canada —
is launching a new program
called Habitat in the Balance
at Good Earth Cafe in Eau
Claire Market this afternoon.

The program has been de-
veloped under the leadership
of Douglas Roberts, profes-
sor emeritus at the University
of Calgary, with a team of six
authors and consultants. It
aims to provide experience
and understanding about deci-
sion-making in social issues
with a scientific component.

The $500,000 Imperial Oil
donation represents one of the
largest made to educational
programs on decision-making
in Canada. Executive director
Margo Helper says SEEDS
has a 30-year history with a
nationwide board of directors
representing industry, educa-
tion and environment.

A lot of Calgary knowledge
will leave town next month
when Glen Lyons moves to
Arizona. He was executive di-
rector of the Calgary Down-
town Association from 1989
to 1995 and has since run his
own consulting company spe-
cializing in development, ur-
ban planning and property
tax. Lyons has accepted a one-
year position to help develop
land in the core of Tucson
with the Downtown Tucson
Partnership.
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